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  Date Reference Book TEACHER 

1 4/16 Introduction --- Willard 

2 4/23 Letters 1 – 7 1-35 Kirk 

3 4/30 Letters 8 – 13 37-67 Smith 

4 5/7 Letters 14 - 20 69-109 Smith 

5 5/14 Letters 21 – 26 111-145 Preiser 

6 5/21 Letters 27 – 31 147-181 Smith 

 
 

*Page numbers are keyed to this version of the book: C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (The C. S. 
Lewis Signature Classics; San Francisco, PA: HarperOne, 2015).  
 
 

*With the exception of Lesson 1, the questions in the following packet have largely been drawn 
from a Study Guide produced by the C. S. Lewis Institute and their seminar on The Screwtape Letters 
by Dr. Jerry Root (https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources-category/study-courses/cs-lewis-
life-and-works/audio-and-videos-about-c-s-lewis/the-screwtape-letters/).
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Questions for Lesson 1 ~ April 16, 2023 

Introduction 
 

1. Name your top three C. S. Lewis books and why you like them.  

2. Why do you think reading Lewis in our twenty-first-century culture is 
important? 

3. What do you know about The Screwtape Letters? Have you read them? If so, how 
long ago? If not, what are you most looking forward to as you dive in?  

 



 

 2 

4. Is it important for every person in society to feel like they are as good as 
everyone else? If so, what does this approach to equality have on our society? 

 

5. In his Toast, Screwtape says: “For ‘democracy’ or the ‘democratic spirit’ 
(diabolical sense) leads to a nation without great men, a nation mainly of 
subliterates, full of the cocksureness which flattery breads on ignorance, and 
quick to snarl and whimper at the first sign of criticism.” Discuss the veracity of 
this statement. Was Lewis a prophet? How does the democratic spirit of 
modernity affect a person’s unique identity (imago dei)?  
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Questions for Lesson 2 ~ April 23, 2023 
Letters 1 - 7 

 
1. (Letter 1) How did Screwtape use what he called the “pressures of the ordinary,” 

¶ 3, and the familiar, ¶ 4, to “rescue” him from the influence of the Enemy? In 
what ways do you think the pressures of the “ordinary” make you susceptible to 
diabolical influence? 

2. (Letter 2) What is it about the church that Screwtape does not want the patient to 
see, ¶ 2? How does God use disappointment with the church for his own 
purposes, ¶ 3? 

3. (Letter 4) According to Screwtape, the best way to keep a “patient” from praying 
is to cultivate a “devotional mood,” ¶ 2. What is there about such a mood that 
Screwtape likes? Next to a devotional mood, Screwtape recommends a focus on 
feelings, ¶ 3. What is there about feelings that Screwtape likes when seeking to 
twist prayer, ¶ 3? 
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4. (Letter 5) In Screwtape’s scenario, why do devils prefer death in a nursing home 
to death during war, ¶ 2? How does the Enemy use war to his advantage, ¶ 2? 

5. (Letter 6) Why would the devils want us to be preoccupied more with the future 
than the present, ¶s 1–3? Why is it that the devils are much more interested in 
our actions toward others than in our attitudes, ¶ 5? 

6. (Letter 7) What advantages do devils gain by making their presence known, ¶ 1? 
What advantages do devils gain by hiding their existence, ¶ 1? Why would 
Screwtape want to make Christianity a “means” and the world a “goal,” ¶ 4? 
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Questions for Lesson 3 ~ April 30, 2023 
Letters 8 - 13 

 
1. (Letter 8) According to Screwtape, we humans are “amphibians—half spirit and 

half animals, ¶ 1. What key does this provide for understanding human nature? 
God uses the lows of our spiritual experience as means to do deep work in our 
souls, ¶ 3. How have the lows in your own life been used to enhance your 
connection with God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. (Letter 9) One of the underlying themes of Screwtape’s advice is that reality is 
shaped by truth, not by feelings. Why is it important to take all our phases and 
feelings with a grain of salt, ¶s 4 and 5? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. (Letter 10) Clever, slightly sophisticated intellectuals especially fashionable 
during WW II were “just right” for diabolical use. How would they be a snare for 
Wormwood’s patient, ¶s 1 and 2? What social set would be just the right tool for 
a tempter to use on you? 
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4. (Letter 11) Wormwood receives detailed instructions on laughter. What is there 
about joy and music that is so detestable to Screwtape, ¶ 2? Screwtape doesn’t 
much care for fun either, ¶ 3. How have you discovered fun to be an aid to 
spiritual growth? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. (Letter 12) Wormwood learns how to keep his patient from prayers through just 
wasting time, ¶ 4. What sorts of things keep you from prayer? On a scale of 1 to 
10 (1 being low), how would you compare your current spiritual vitality with a 
year ago? What has encouraged your spiritual growth? What has hindered your 
spiritual growth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. (Letter 13) Why would Screwtape want to eradicate small pleasures, ¶ 3? What 
pleasures and pastimes do you find spiritually nourishing? 
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Questions for Lesson 4 ~ May 7, 2023 
Letters 14- 20 

 
1. (Letter 14) According to Screwtape, virtues are less formidable to devils when 

they are known to the patient, ¶ 2. Why is this? How do the devils twist humility 
so as to destroy it, ¶ 3? What is the true nature of humility, ¶ 4? What is God’s 
goal for humility and all virtues, ¶s 4 and 5? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2. (Letter 15) In contrast to a focus on both eternity and the present, Screwtape 
wants to obscure both from our sight. How does a preoccupation with the future 
do just that, ¶ 3? Screwtape makes the enigmatic statement that “nearly all vices 
are rooted in the future.” Explain what is wrong with “the future,” ¶s 3 and 4? In 
what ways can you discern concerns for the future that hinder your spiritual 
growth and hurt your heart? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. (Letter 17) We seldom think of gluttony as sin today; however, the devils do. 

What’s the difference between the gluttony of Excess and the gluttony of 
Delicacy, ¶ 1? Toward which type of gluttony are you inclined? 
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4. (Letter 18) God has placed humanity in a dilemma concerning sex—either 
complete abstinence or unmitigated monogamy, ¶ 2. How do the devils seek to 
twist sex so that we don’t live according to God’s standards? The devils not only 
twist sex but love as well. How have they twisted love to destroy God’s 
intentions, ¶ 5? What do we learn about God’s true intention for sex and love 
from Screwtape’s instructions to Wormwood? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

5. (Letter 19) Love is the fundamental difference between heaven and hell, ¶ 2. 
What does the conflict over love show about God and Satan? How have you 
experienced love as being both a means of drawing you to God and also a means 
of being pulled away from God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. (Letter 20) Temptations lose their power as God steps in, ¶ 1. Why do you think 
God even allows temptations at all? 
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Questions for Lesson 5 ~ May 14, 2023 
Letters 21 – 26 

 
1. (Letter 21) Screwtape encourages Wormwood to attack his patient’s 

peevishness—that is, getting easily irritated by unimportant and insignificant 
things, ¶ 1. What’s devilish about being irritated by interruptions and intrusions 
on “our” time, ¶ 2? How do you respond when events and people intrude on 
your own plans? 

2. (Letter 22) Why would Screwtape call God a hedonist (one who lives for 
pleasure), ¶ 3? While he is on a rant, Screwtape goes after both music and silence, 
¶ 5. How have music and silence been a means of pleasure and grace to you? 

3. (Letter 23) Why would Screwtape be glad to have Christianity be a means for 
accomplishing a political agenda for the good of society, ¶ 5? How are the devils 
of our time active in a diabolical mixture of faith and politics? 
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4. (Letter 24) How is it that peer pressure can be both a positive and a negative for 
spiritual growth, ¶ 5? How has the influence of others been a positive and/or 
force in your spiritual development? 

5. (Letter 25) Screwtape does not like “mere” Christianity; he prefers to water down 
faith with fashionable issues and concerns, ¶ 1. What sort of fashionable issues 
are presently being added to Christianity? TNow that you have read Screwtape’s 
strategy, what would you say to a person who dismissed Christianity as “old 
fashioned”? 

6. (Letter 26) Why does Screwtape celebrate the devilish substitution of 
“unselfishness” for charity (love), ¶ 2? In what ways can you discern this devilish 
concept of unselfishness in your own thoughts and behavior? 
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Questions for Lesson 6 ~ May 21, 2023 
Letters 27 – 31  

 
1. (Letter 27) What good advice for handling distractions in prayer can you apply 

from Screwtape’s prayer, ¶ 1? 

2. (Letter 28) Why does Screwtape prefer to see that Wormwood’s patient lives 
through the War to middle age and beyond, ¶ 1? Why would devils want us to 
believe that this world can be turned into heaven, ¶ 2? What was the mystery 
made known to Paul? How do people use the word “mystery” today? In what 
sense is Paul using it? 

3. (Letter 29) What is it that truly matters to devils about the human experience of 
sin, ¶ 8? 
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4. (Letter 30) The devils are interested in actions and results, not feelings, ¶ 1. How 
might this insight affect the way you think about your own growth in virtue? 
Wormwood learns about ways to use “reality” to raise doubts about his patient’s 
faith. In what two contrasting ways have the devils twisted our thoughts of 
reality to their advantage, ¶ 4?  

5. (Letter 31) Wormwood’s patient completely escaped demonic harassment by 
dying. What is the first thing the patient sees on the other side of death, ¶ 2? 
How does Screwtape help us to grasp what death really means and why death is 
even beneficial, ¶ 3? What do you think Screwtape means when he laments that 
the patient will see “Them” and “Him” ¶s 4 and 5?  

 
 

 
 
 
 


