
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
                
 

 
 

 
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

 

THE LORD’S DAY 
 

September 24, 2023 
 
 



WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
We are glad you are here to worship the living God! This worship folder 
is intended to guide you through the service, as well as provide you with 
devotional material to take home.  
 

IN PREPARATION 
Preparing for trials and suffering can seem odd during a life of relative 
peace. And yet, there are not just a few passages that call us to be prepared 
to suffer for the sake of Christ. To our ears, martyrdom seems like a world 
away. Yet, the message that God is judge and that Christ is the Redeemer 
will, at times, be met with derision or even death. Will we look to our Lord 
in faith? Will we trust the Judge of all mankind?   
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM 
 
Announcements and Greeting 
 
Scripture Meditation—1 Peter 4:12–14 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. 

 
Introit 
 
Call to Worship—Psalm 96:7–10 

Leader:  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
ALL:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
Leader:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  
 tremble before him, all the earth! 
ALL:  Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!  
 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;  
 he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
 
Congregational Hymn— 

#296 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (v. 1, 2, 3, 6) 
 



Responsive Reading—Psalm 94:2–7, 21–22 
Leader:  Rise up, O judge of the earth; repay to the proud  
 what they deserve! O LORD, how long shall the wicked,  
 how long shall the wicked exult? They pour out  
 their arrogant words; all the evildoers boast. They crush  
 your people, O LORD, and afflict your heritage. They kill  
 the widow and the sojourner, and murder the fatherless; 
 and they say, “The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob
 does not perceive.” 
ALL:  They band together against the life of the righteous  
 and condemn the innocent to death. But the LORD  
 has become my stronghold, and my God the rock  
 of my refuge. 

 
Congregational Song—Only a Holy God 

 
 
Text and Music: Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith, Rich Thompson © 2016 CityAlight Music 
 
 



New Testament Scripture Reading—Matthew 10:16–23 
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be 
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will 
deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you 
will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear 
witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do 
not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what 
you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will 
deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be 
hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, 
for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of Confession of Sin 
 

Assurance of Grace—1 Peter 3:13–18 
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, 
so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior 
in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit. 
 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory—Speak and We Will Hear  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 



Congregational Song—O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer 
Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102). 

 
 

Text and Music: Traditional African-American Spiritual, arr. Nathan Clark George, 2019 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Preaching of the Word—Revelation 6:9–11 
 

SOULS UNDER THE ALTAR 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
 
Congregational Hymn—#528 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 

Benediction 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Joel May;  
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins;  

Instrumental Director: Joseph Foucachon; CCC Youth Choir 
© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 



SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Announcements and Greeting 
 
Call to Worship— Based on Psalm 104:1, 24, 33-34 

Leader:  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God,  
 you are very great! You are clothed with splendor  
 and majesty, 
ALL:  O LORD, how manifold are your works!  
 In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full  
 of your creatures. 
Leader:  Sing to the LORD as long as you live; sing praise  
 to your God while you still have being. 
ALL:  May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice  
 in the LORD. 

 
Congregational Hymn—#38 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
Congregational Hymn—#140 O Word of God, Incarnate 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
Responsive Psalter Reading—Psalm 111, T. H. p. 826 
 
New Testament Scripture Reading—1 Corinthians 1:18–31  

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 
what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so 
that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And 



because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, 
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Congregational Psalm— 

May the Lord Respond in Trouble (Psalm 20) 

 
 

Text & Music: Nathan Clark George, based on Psalm 20 
 

Preaching of the Word—1 Kings 3 
   

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
 

Blair Smith 
 
Congregational Hymn—#642 Be Thou My Vision  
 
Benediction  

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Blair Smith; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Derek Wells; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash 

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 



 
 

 
 


