
                         Sermon Discussion Guide1 
                                Revelation 6:1-8 | Kevin DeYoung 
 

“The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” 
Sunday Morning, September 17th, 2023 

 
 
Big Idea: Even God’s judgment over the earth is an act of mercy, pointing us back to Christ in 
repentance and faith. 
 
 

1. Kevin gave some context information to help bridge the gap between Revelation 1 and 6.  
What did you learn about his explanation of the opening of the scrolls (Revelation 5:6-14) 
that was helpful going into chapter 6? 
 
 

2. “When have there not been four horsemen riding?” What era of history comes to mind when 
you think of the calamity represented in these four horsemen? 
 
 

3. How have you seen the impact of each of the four horsemen in your lifetime?2 
 
 

4. “This is not a picture of God vacating from his throne but ruling from his throne.” Are you 
tempted to want to “rescue God from His sovereignty”?  Why? In what circumstance(s)?  
What encourages you or helps you to think rightly (biblically) about this? 

 
 

5. What did Kevin mean by his reference to Christians being “chicken littles?”  What sort of 
people should we be in the face the dangers that come into our world? 

 
 

6. Kevin said that every act of divine judgment in the world is also an act of mercy. How can this 
be? 

 
 

7. Read 1 Pet 3:15. What does Christian hope look like amid calamity? What does hope look 
like for you in this season of life? 

 
 
 
 

 
1 SDGs from the Sunday morning sermon are available on the small groups page of the church website. 
2 White – Conquest (“havoc in the name of greed and ambition”) 
Red – War (“the lifting of God’s restraining power”) 
Black – Scarcity (“economic calamity and misery”) 
Pale – Death (“the natural progression of the four”) 
 

https://christcovenant.org/connect/small-groups/


Outline 
 

I. Four Horses 
a. White Horse: Conquest (v. 1-2) 

i. Is this symbolic Christ conquering with the Gospel? Probably not (see Zech 6:1-8) 
ii. This symbolizes conquest that leads to the following things. 

b. Red Horse: War (v. 3-4) 
i. God lifting his restraining hand of peace on the earth to give us up to the wickedness 

of our hearts.  
ii. Q1: “The problem is not that the world has made us bad, it’s that we have bad hearts 

and God’s judgment is to lift that divine restraining order and allow people to act 
according to their truest desires and slay one another.” 

c. Black Horse: Scarcity (v. 5-6) 
i. Inflation! Hence the announcement of the price of wheat and barley. 

d. Pale Horse: Death (v. 7-8) 
i. Ruler bent on conquest leads to war, which leads to scarcity, which leads to death. 

II. Three Applications 
a. The Four Horsemen of the apocalypse are riding forth, have been riding forth, and will 

continue to ride forth.  
b. Recognize and rest in the fact that all of these things are under God’s sovereign control.  
c. Let every scene be a warning to us. These are a means of God calling his people to repent. 

i. “Because of all that he [Christ] suffered, we know that there is yet mercy for us if we 
would turn, repent, and fall at the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


