
                         Sermon Discussion Guide1 
                                 Rev 7:1-8 | Kevin DeYoung 
 

“Who Are The 144,000?” 
Sunday Morning, October 8th, 2023 

 
 
Big Idea: Only those who have been sealed by the Lamb will be able to stand in the Day of 
Judgment.   
 
 

1. Dispensationalism: Did you learn anything new from Kevin’s remarks about “dispensationalism?” 
What was helpful? 

 
2. Timing: How do you understand the timing of the events of chapter 7?  Why is this important? 

 
3. Promises: How does the list of tribes, verses 6-8, describe the fulfillment of Jacob’s blessing from 

Genesis 49? (See especially Gen. 49:8, 16-17) What truths about God, his people, and his promises 
can you affirm as you see this connection? 

 
4. Totality of the Redeemed: How does the picture of the totality of God’s people – pure, redeemed, 

from all parts of the earth – give you hope, joy, and a sense of security as you consider the Day of 
Judgment described in ch. 6? 

 
5. Seal: What did you learn about the seal, mentioned in verse 3?  How does Eph 1:13-14 help us to 

understand its meaning? 
 

6. Security: Kevin quoted a hymn by Augustus Toplady (see below).2 How does the eternal sealing of 
God’s elect encourage you this week?  

 
7. Objective/Subjective: “The work of the Holy Spirit in our lives declares about us and assures us that 

we belong to God.”  This is a two-fold work -- both objective and subjective.  How does this two-
fold work resonate with you today?  

 
8. Warning/Hope: What warning is implied in this text? What hope is equally prominent? 

 
9. Standing Now: “If you will stand on that Day of God’s greatest judgment, should you not stand 

now?” What does that mean for you at work? At home? In your neighborhood? At school?   
 

  

 
1 SDGs from the Sunday morning sermon are available on the small groups page of the church website. 
2 Augustus Toplady: “My name from the palms of His hands, eternity will not erase; impressed on His heart it remains in marks of 
indelible grace. Yes, I to the end shall endure, as sure as the earnest is given more happy, but not more secure, the glorified spirits in 
heaven.” 
 

https://christcovenant.org/connect/small-groups/


Outline 
 

I. Introduction 
a. Genre: Apocalypse, Prophecy, Letter 
b. Dispensationalist understanding 

II. Three Questions 
a. 1st Question: Does chapter 7 follow chronologically after chapter 6? 
b. 2nd Question: Who are the 144,000? 

i. “The totality of God’s redeemed people.” Reasons: 
1. Rev 13:16 and Satan’s seal 
2. Ezek 9 and the sealing of 2 types of people: idolaters and non-idolaters 
3. Verse 3 calls those sealed as “servants of our God.” 
4. Rev 14:3 refers to the sealed as “redeemed from the earth.” 
5. List in ch 7 is highly stylized. 

c. 3rd Question: What is the seal on the foreheads of the servants of God? 
i. Seals authenticate, protect, and identify. 
ii. Eph 1:13-14 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

III. Conclusion 
a. Word of Warning: There is a Day of great wrath coming.  
b. Word of Hope: On that Day only those who belong to Christ will stand. 

i. Augustus Toplady: “My name from the palms of His hands, eternity will not erase; impressed 
on His heart it remains in marks of indelible grace. Yes, I to the end shall endure, as sure as 
the earnest is given more happy, but not more secure, the glorified spirits in heaven.”  


