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                                 Rev 8:1-5 | Kevin DeYoung 
 

“The Sound of Silence” 
Sunday Morning, October 22nd, 2023 

 
 Big Idea: This text shows us how we can play an indispensable part in God’s plan for the world. 
 
 
 
1. Can you think of a time in your life that led to you being completely silent? 

 
2. Summary: In order to appreciate the weight of the silence described by John at the opening of the 7th 

seal, take just a few minutes to summarize the previous six seals.  What has John already witnessed? 
 
3. Silence: “Silence is the only appropriate response to the full unveiling of God’s glory and justice.”  

Kevin cross-referenced several OT passages that describe this as a response to the “majestic, 
beautiful, mysterious” presence of God.   

 
a. How typical is silence as a response to God’s presence and work in our culture today?   
b. Why is that?2   
c. How do you think about silence in response to God’s work, Word, purpose, and plan as you 

see it in your life? 
 
4. Recapitulation: Focusing on the language in verse 5 together with 8:5, 11:19 and 16:18-21, how are 

you growing in your understanding of reading Revelation as recapitulation rather than a single 
timeline?  Why is this important for considering this book of the Bible? 

 
5. Tabernacle: Read Exod 27:1-8 and 30:1-10.  There are so many ways in which the Tabernacle was a 

foreshadow of new covenant hope!  How do you see that here? 
 
6. Prayer: Kevin said, “The prayers of God’s people, from a godly heart, prayed according to His will, 

always make it to heaven…they are never wasted.” 
 

a. Read Psa 141:1-3. What do we learn about prayer when it is compared with incense?  
b. This text reveals the astounding reality that our prayers (and the prayers of all the saints of all 

the ages!) are bound up with God’s plan for all of human history. What is your response to 
this truth?   

 
1 SDGs from the Sunday morning sermon are available on the small groups page of the church website. 
2 This question could merit some time – really think about why we don’t like silence. Especially in this context. 
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