
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
                
 

 
 

 
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

 

THE LORD’S DAY 
 

January 7, 2024 
 

 



WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
We are glad you are here to worship the living God! This worship folder 
is intended to guide you through the service, as well as provide you with 
devotional material to take home.  
 

IN PREPARATION 
 

The idea that to live is Christ and to die is gain is easy to assent to in 
theory. But the fact is that life can be very difficult and dying can be very 
scary. Both take supernatural courage. May the Lord fill us with 
unshakable hope as we meditate upon his Word today. 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM 
 
Announcements and Greeting 
 
Scripture Meditation—Philippians 1:18–21 

Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 
as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain. 

 
Introit 
 
Call to Worship—Psalm 31:23–24 

Leader:  Love the LORD, all you his saints! The LORD preserves  
 the faithful but abundantly repays the one who acts  
 in pride. 
ALL:  Be strong, and let your heart take courage,  
 all you who wait for the LORD! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Song—Praise the Lord (Psalm 150) 

 
 

Text and Music: Matt Boswell and Matt Papa ©2020 Getty Music Publishing 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
 
 



New Testament Scripture Reading—Acts 23:1–11 
And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived 
my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” And the 
high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him 
on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you 
whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, 
and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?” Those who 
stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” And Paul said, 
“I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, 
‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’” Now when Paul 
perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. 
It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I 
am on trial.” And when he had said this, a dissension arose between 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. For 
the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, 
but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. Then a great clamor arose, 
and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and 
contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a 
spirit or an angel spoke to him?” And when the dissension became 
violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among 
them by force and bring him into the barracks. The following night 
the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in 
Rome.”  
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of Confession of Sin and Assurance of Grace 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory—To Live Is Christ  

 
Text: Based on Philippians 1:19–25; Music: Nathan Clark George, 2012 

 
 
 



Congregational Hymn—Though Troubles Assail Us 
Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102).  

 
Text: John Newton, 1779; Music: JOANNA, Traditional Welsh Melody 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Illumination 
 
Preaching of the Word—Joshua 1:1–9 
 

A CALL TO COURAGE 
 

Tom Groelsema 
 
Congregational Hymn—Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 
 

Text: William Williams, 1775; Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hugees 1907 
 
 
 



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation, Fencing of the Table, and the Words of Institution  
Distribution of the Bread and Cup 

 
Congregational Hymn—On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 

 
 

Text: Samuel Stennett; Music: Christopher Miner ©1997 Christopher Miner 
 
Prayer for our Special Offering 

Please place all special /monthly communion offering gifts in an envelope (found 
in pews) and label it ‘Special Communion Offering’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Song—In Christ Alone 

 
 

Text and Music: Getty/Townend ©2007 Thankyou Music 
 
Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have a prayer need or need to speak with an elder, they will be available  
at the front of the Worship Center following the morning service. 

 
Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Rev. Tom Groelsema; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Mike Miller;  

Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Sam Johnson;  
Instrumental Director: Joseph Foucachon 

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 
  



SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 p.m. 
 
Announcements and Greeting 
 
Call to Worship—Based on Psalm 145:8–11 

Leader:  Worship the LORD, for he is gracious and merciful,  
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over  
 all that he has made. 
ALL:  All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,  
 and all your saints shall bless you! They shall speak  
 of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power. 

 
Congregational Hymn—#30 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
Congregational Hymn—#433 O God of Mercy, God of Might 
 
Old Testament Scripture Reading—Psalm 55:22–23 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never 
permit the righteous to be moved. But you, O God, will cast them 
down into the pit of destruction; men of blood and treachery shall not 
live out half their days. But I will trust in you.  

 
New Testament Scripture Reading— Philippians 4:6–7 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Song—He Will Hold Me Fast  
Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Building Little Pillars (B-106).  

 
Text: Ada Habershon, Matt Merker;  

Music: Matt Merker ©2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker/BM 
 
Preaching of the Word—Psalm 28 
   

WHAT ARE YOU CRYING ABOUT? 
 

Joel May 
 

Congregational Hymn—#679 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
 

Benediction 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Rev, Joel May; Assisting Pastoral Intern: Ben Preiser; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George 

© All music UBP CCLI # 260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV (unless otherwise noted).  
Used by permission.  



SERMON NOTES 
  



 
 

 
 

 


