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Growing Deeper Together: Winter 2026
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Studies in 1 & 2 Kings

Wk. Date Reference(s) TOPIC TEACHER
1 1/11 2 Samuel 7; 1 Kings 1-10 The Davidic Covenant anq the Rise of the Israelite Smith
Empire
2 1/18 1 Kings 11:1 - 12:33; 14:1-31 Idolatry’s Disastrous Consequences Smith
3 1/25 1 Kings 15:1 - 16:34 A Recurring Theme: Good and Bad Kings Smith
4 2/1 1 Kings 17:1 - 18:46; 2 Kings God’s Power through His Prophets: Elijah & Elisha Ross
4:1-44; 6:1-7
5 2/8 1 Kings 19:1-21; 2 Kings 2:1-25 The LORD and His Prophets Smith
1 Kings 20:1 - 2 Kings 1:18; 1 s »
6 2/15 2 Kings 9:1 - 10:36 What will it Be, Repentance or Judgment? Ross
7 2/22 2 Kings 5:1-27; 6:8-33 The Faith, Confusion, and Threat of Gentiles Ross
8 3/1 2 Kings 11:1 - 12:21 Hope in Conflict in Judah Lim
9 3/8 2 Kings 13:1-25; 17:1-41 The Death of Israel Smith
3/15 Missions Week Missions Week Missionaries
10 3/22 2 Kings 18:1 - 20:21 The Good King and the Good Prophet Lim
11 3/29 2 Kings 21:1 - 23:30; 25:1-30 Hope and Judgment in Judah Wilson







Questions for Lesson 1 ~ January 11, 2026

The Davidic Covenant and the Rise of the Israelite Empire
2 Samuel 7; 1 Kings 1-10

1. Get to know each other at your tables! Meet new people and learn what everyone
did over their holidays.

2. Discuss why you chose to attend this class. What are you hoping to learn/ get out
of it?

3. Discuss your background in studying 1 & 2 Kings. How much have you read it?
In your opinion, what is the main theme of these two books and what do they
have to teach us today?






Questions for Lesson 2 ~ January 18, 2026

Idolatry’s Disastrous Consequences
1 Kings 11:1 - 12:33; 14:1-31

1. Prior to chapter 11, what are some hints that Solomon’s heart might be divided in
its love of God (see 1 Kings 3:1-3; 6:38 - 7:1; 4:46 & 10:26-29 and contrast with
Deuteronomy 17:16-17)? What was his sin in 11:1-8?

2. We often hear of the “innocence” of certain sins because they only affect the
sinner. Is this true based on these passages? Can you any other examples of
subtle, gradual, and wider consequences as a result of the sin of an individual?

3. How do we see the legacy of God’s blessing and his judgment in 1 Kings 11?
Why does God continue to bless? Whose in control of judgment upon Solomon?



4. Though we are tempted to read 12:6-15 as primarily a story of the folly of youth,
how does 12:15 keep us from reading it this way? How does this word confirm
11:31-39? So, what wins out: human hubris or God’s Word?

5. What is the first thing Jeroboam does to set off the northern tribes from Judah
(12:25-33)? What were his motivations? Does he turn away for theological or
practical reasons?

6. What judgment is prophesied for Israel in 14:15-16? Are there similar signs of
ominous judgment for Judah in 14:21-29?



Questions for Lesson 3 ~ January 25, 2026

A Recurring Theme: Good and Bad Kings
1 Kings 15:1 - 16:34

1. Given Abijam’s unfaithfulness, why does Judah still exist (15:1-18)? What do
Abijam and Asa typify for Judah?

2. Was Asa’s foreign policy in 15:16-22 a part of his faithfulness (see also 2
Chronicles 16:7-10)? How was Asa faithful in 15:11-15?

3. How does 15:25-32 fulfill 14:10-11, 14? Is God present in the events of these
verses?



4. How does 15:25 - 16:34 illustrate 14:15?

5. By comparison Omri was much more important that Elah and Zimri, who
reigned only a brief time. Why then does the writer of Kings give him only eight
verses? In other words, what is important to the writer?

6. What did Joshua say about Jericho in Joshua 6:26? Was it a prophecy that relates
to the events of 16:29-34?



Questions for Lesson 4 ~ February 1, 2026
God’s Power through His Prophets: Elijah & Elisha
1 Kings 17:1 - 18:46; 2 Kings 4:1-44; 6:1-7

1. The prophet Elijah is introduced in 17:1-5. What is Elijah given control over by
the Lord? Why?

2. Describe how God provides and protects Elijah in 17:6-24. What do you think the
significance is of this provision and protection?

3. List and describe the characters and events that take place in 18:1-46. What does
Elijah challenge? Who is vindicated and victorious?



4. In 2 Kings 4:1-44 four miracles occur. List and describe each miracle. What does
each miracle demonstrate about God?

5. List and compare the miracles that Christ wrought with the four miracles of
Elijah? What is the purpose of these miracles in both cases?



Questions for Lesson 5 ~ February 8, 2026

The LORD and His Prophets
1 Kings 19:1-21; 2 Kings 2:1-25

1. Does Elijjah take Jezebel’s threats seriously in 1 Kings 19:1-8? Was Elijah’s flight
one of fear or faith? What does God teach Elijah once again in 19:4-8?

2. Elijah complains to God in 19:10, 14. Have things been that bad, or is he
presenting only partial picture of the events since 1 Kings 17? Explain.

3. What is God teaching Elijah about his ways in 19:9-14? Are we tempted to think
God is not at work when that work is quiet? Can you think of an example from
your own life?



4. What is the mood of 2 Kings 2:1-6? Why?

5. What does 2:14 prove? If you have time, read Joshua 3 - 4 and see how 2:8, 14
reenact those events.

6. What did you learn about Bethel in 1 Kings 12:25 - 13:34? Does that help explain
the small boys” behavior in 2 Kings 2:23-25?



Questions for Lesson 6 ~ February 15, 2026

What will it Be, Repentance or Judgment?
1 Kings 20:1 - 2 Kings 1:18; 2 Kings 9:1 - 10:36

1. In1 Kings 20 how does God demonstrate his long-suffering or patience with
Ahab (See 20:13-14, 28)?

2. Inlight of 1 Kings 19, why do you think God sends a prophet other than Elijah to
Ahab (See 19:10)?

3. How does Ahab sin (1 Kings 20: 31-34)? What are the consequences of his sin (1
Kings 20:35-41)?



4. What commandments and laws do Ahab and Jezebel violate in 1 Kings 21? What
was God’s judgment on Jezebel (21:23, 24)? On Ahab’s descendents? How do you
reconcile verses in 1 Kings 21: 25- 26 with 1 Kings 20:28-29? What attributes of
God are demonstrated in these verses?

5. In1 Kings 22, how would you compare Ahab and Jehoshaphat? What role does
Micaiah play? What motivates Micaiah’s sarcasm in 22:15? Was such sarcasm
justified?

6. How does the statement, “God demonstrates by fire that He will not share His
supremacy,” reflected directly in 2 Kings 1:1-18? How has it been reflected both
directly and indirectly throughout this lesson?

7. In these chapters of Kings we have seen God’s long-suffering mercy and
judgment. What lessons and encouragement does this give to 21st century
Christians?



Questions for Lesson 7 ~ February 22, 2026

The Faith, Confusion, and Threat of Gentiles
2 Kings 5:1-27; 6:8-33

1. What is said about the LORD in 5:1? Why is this significant?

2. How does Naaman exercise faith throughout the events found in 5:1-19? How
and why does that faith grow?

3. What spiritual lesson has Gehazi failed to get (5:20-27)? By what is he motivated,
even in spiritual matters?



4. How is God frustrating the plans of the Syrians and their king (6:8-23)?

5. In what two ways are the Syrians not able to see (6:15-23)? How is Elijah like
Jesus (see Matthew 26:53)?

6. After reading Leviticus 26:27-29 and Deuteronomy 28:52-57, are we witnessing in
2 Kings 6:24-33 Israelite desperation and Syrian atrocity or divine judgment? Is
the King’s attitude one of genuine repentance and reliance on the LORD in 6:30-
31?7 Explain.



Questions for Lesson 8 ~ March 1, 2026

Hope and Conflict in Judah
2 Kings 11:1 - 12:21

1. How is Joash like Moses (see Exodus 2:1-10) and Jesus (Matthew 2:13-18)? What
does this say about God’s dedication to his covenant (see 2 Samuel 7:16 and
Psalm 89:36)?

2. Read Deuteronomy 17:18-20, 1 Kings 2:3, and 2 Kings 23:3. How does 2 Kings
11:12, 17 show that Joash’s reign is going to be different than Athaliah’s?

3. Who is the unsung hero of 2 Kings 11?



4. How would you characterize Joash’s achievements in chapter 12? Jehoida’s?

5. Why does Joash take responsibility away from the priests for repairing the
Temple? What is the result (compare with 1 Kings 7:50)?

6. What was the kingdom life in 1 Kings 5:4? 2 Kings 12:17-18? Why the difference?



Questions for Lesson 9 ~ March 8, 2026

The Death of Israel
2 Kings 13:1-25; 17:1-41

1. What is a source of continued blessing in Israel (see 2 Kings 10:30)? How does
13:1-9 give a mixed picture (at best) of the spiritual state of Israel?

2. What does the story regarding Elisha and Joash teach regarding obedience to the
prophetic word? Explain.

3. What do you think the story in 13:20-21 is meant to communicate (compare 2
Kings 2:11-12)? Is there any connection between 13:14-19 and 13:20-21?



4. Read Exodus 20:2-3 and Deuteronomy 5:6-7 and compare with 17:7-8. What was
the chief explanation of the end of the Northern Kingdom (Israel)?

5. What does 17:15 teach us about the effect of worship?

6. What irony is present in 17:25-33? How does 17:34-40 prove the irony?



Questions for Lesson 10 ~ March 22, 2026

The Good King and the Good Prophet
2 Kings 18:1 - 20:21

1. How does Hezekiah compare with David (See 18:7-8 and 1 Samuel 16:18; 18:5, 12,
14-15, 27; 19:8; 28:17)? What did Hezekiah do that previous Judean kings failed to
do (see 1 Kings 15:14; 22:43; 2 Kings 12:3; 14:4; 15:4, 35)?

2. What is Rabshakeh trying to do to the people in 18:29, 30, 31, 32 with regard to
their trust in Hezekiah?

3. How does the theology of Hezekiah's prayer in 19:14-19 contrast with
Sennacherib’s speech in 19:10-13?



4. How does 19:25-26 suck the pride out of Sennacherib’s “balloon’? How does God
quiet his people’s fears and encourage faith and assurance in 19:32-34? Does God
deal the same today with His people and their enemies? Explain.

5. Does God bless after Hezekiah's prayer because of his self-professed devotion
(20:3) or for his own sake and David’s (20:6) or both? Does this teach us anything
about what we should plead in prayer?

6. What does 20:6 promise? Is 20:19 a sign of Hezekiah's self-centeredness or
submission to God’s will? Spiritually speaking, Hezekiah seems to handle blight
better than blessing. Do you find yourself fleeing to God only during blight
rather than also during times of blessing? Why do we sometimes share this
tendency with Hezekiah?



Questions for Lesson 12 ~ March 29, 2026
Hope and Judgment in Judah
2 Kings 21:1 - 23:30; 25:1-30

1. List and describe how Manasseh reverses the reforms of his father in 21:1-17.
What response do Manasseh'’s actions evoke from God in 21:10-14?

2. How would you summarize Ammon’s reign (10:19-25)?

3. How is Josiah introduced in 22:1-2?



4. How is Josiah’s institution of reformation beginning with the temple repairs
blessed by God in 22:3-10? And how does Josiah respond to this in 22:11-13?

5. How does God respond to Josiah’s inquiry in 22:15-207?

6. In chapter 23:1-25, Josiah’s reformation of Judah continues with both the
reinstitution of God centered worship, and the destruction of idols. List the ways
in which Josiah re-instituted Godly worship, and the sources of idol worship that
are destroyed. What analogous types of idol worship exist in our world today?

7. In the end, what was the Lord’s response to Josiah’s reformation (see 23:26; 22:19-
20)? Why is God’s response justified (see 23:31-37)?
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