
 

 
 

 

CHRIST COVENANT 
CHURCH 

 
———————————— 

 
A SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 
 

 
Standing on truth. Walking in grace. 

 
A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America. 

800 Fullwood Lane, Matthews, NC 28105 
christcovenant.org | 704-847-3505 

 
 



 2 

WELCOME TO CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH 
We are glad you are here to worship the living God! This worship folder is intended 
to guide you through the service, as well as provide you with devotional material to 
take home.  
 

IN PREPARATION 
“Heaven's peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love.” Many have 
suggested that God's justice is a cruel reality. But the vast history of hymnody rightly 
points to the balance of God's love, mercy, kindness, holiness, justice, etc. The 
Christian witness is that all of God's attributes are necessary to his character and 
nature. Love cannot be love if it is not also just. It is right and good that we sing of 
justice and love in the same breath. 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 10:45 AM 
 

Announcements and Greeting 
 
Scripture Meditation—1 Peter 3:18 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit. 

 
Introit 

 
Call to Worship—Psalm 97:10–12 

Leader:  O you who love the LORD, hate evil!  
ALL:  He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the 

hand of the wicked. 
Leader:  Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 
ALL:  Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his 

holy name! 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
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Congregational Hymn—All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 

 
 

Text: Vs. 1,2: Edward Perronet, 1779, alt. Vs. 3: John Rippon, 1787; Music: DIADEM, James Ellor, 1838 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
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Congregational Hymn—Here Is Love, Vast as the Ocean 

 
 

Words: William Rees, 1847, tr. William Edwards,1899, 
vss. 3-4, Matt Boswell, Keith Getty, Kristin Getty ©2024 Getty Music Publishing;  

Music: Robert Lowry, 1876 
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Old Testament Scripture Reading—Deuteronomy 32:1–4 
Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my 
mouth. May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like 
gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers upon the herb.  For I will 
proclaim the name of the LORD; ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock, his 
work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, just and upright is he. 

 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
Corporate Confession of Sin  

Father of mercies, you do not delight in the death of a sinner. Extend 
your compassion upon us and wash us from all our sins; create in us a 
clean heart, and strengthen us continually with the power of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may set forth your praises, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen 

—The Scottish Collects (1595) 
 
Assurance of Grace—1 John 2:1 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But 
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 

 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory—Hallelujah (from the Sacred Harp) 

 

And let this feeble body fail, and let it faint or die;  
My soul shall quit this mournful vale, and soar to worlds on high,  

And I'll sing hallelujah, and you'll sing hallelujah,  
And we'll all sing hallelujah, when we arrive at home. 

 

Shall join the disembodied saints, and find its long-sought rest,  
That only bliss for which it pants, in my Redeemer's breast.  

And I'll sing hallelujah, and you'll sing hallelujah,  
And we'll all sing hallelujah, when we arrive at home. 

 

O what are all my suff'rings here, if, Lord, Thou count me meet  
With that enraptured host t'appear, and worship at thy feet!  

And I'll sing hallelujah, and you'll sing hallelujah,  
And we'll all sing hallelujah, when we arrive at home. 

 

Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, take life or friends away,  
But let me find them all again, in that eternal day.  
And I'll sing hallelujah, and you'll sing hallelujah,  

And we'll all sing hallelujah, when we arrive at home. 
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Sacrament of Baptism 
Covenant Baptism 

 

Caleb James Ovey 
Son of Harry and Emma Ovey 

 

Charlotte Kay Souther 
Virginia Ruth Souther 

Daughters of Cortland and Caroline Souther 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Congregational Hymn—Fountain of Never-Ceasing Grace  

Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102) 

 
Text: Augustus Toplady, 1774; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song, adapted by Greg Wilbur, 2007 
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Prayer of Illumination 
 
Preaching of the Word—Romans 3:26 
 

JUST AND THE JUSTIFIER 
 

Kevin DeYoung 
 
 
Congregational Hymn—Nothing but the Blood 

 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1876; Music: PLAINFIELD, Robert Lowry, 1876 

 
Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Kevin DeYoung; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Dave Baxter; 
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Organist: Pam Eash; Pianist: Pamela Mullins  
© All music UBP CCLI #260344. All Scripture quotes from ESV. Used by permission. 
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP — 6:00 PM 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship—Psalm 116:5–7 
Leader:  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 
ALL:  The LORD preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he 

saved me. 
Leader:  Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt bountifully 

with you. 
 

Prayer of Adoration 
 
Congregational Hymn—#390 Lord of the Sabbath, Hear Us Pray 
 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1737; Music: GERMANY, William Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, 1815 
 

Responsive Psalter Reading—Psalm 92, T.H. p. 817 
 

New Testament Scripture Reading—Mark 2:23–3:6 
One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, 
his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. And the Pharisees were saying to 
him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” And he said 
to them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was 
hungry, he and those who were with him: how he entered the house of God, in 
the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it 
is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were 
with him?” And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. And 
they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that 
they might accuse him. And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come 
here.” And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 
harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. And he looked around at them 
with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went 
out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to 
destroy him. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Congregational Hymn—#535 O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus! 
Parents, you may escort your pre-school aged children to Children’s Bible Time (B-102) 

 
Text: Samuel Trevor Francis, 1834-1925; Music: EBENEZER, Thomas John Williams, 1890 
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Preaching of the Word—Heidelberg Catechism—Lord’s Day 38  
 
   

GIVE IT A REST! 
 

Blair Smith 
 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 Words of Institution 
 Fencing of the Table 
 Distribution of the Elements 
 
Congregational Hymn—Come, Ye Disconsolate 

 
 

Text: Thomas Moore, 1816; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2007 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Congregational Hymn—#731 Doxology 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois’s Psautier Huguenot, 1551 

 

Benediction    
 

Postlude 
 
 

Assisting in Worship: Preaching Pastor: Dr. Blair Smith; Assisting Pastor: Rev. Clay Anderson;  
Pastor of Worship: Rev. Nathan George; Pianist: Ben Sincock 

© All music UBP CCLI #260344. All Scripture quotes are from the ESV. Used by permission. 
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Heidelberg Catechism—Lord’s Day 38 
 
103. What is God’s will for you in the fourth commandment? 

First, that the gospel ministry and schools for it be maintained, and that, 
especially on the festive day of rest, I diligently attend the assembly of God’s 
people to learn what God’s Word teaches, to participate in the sacraments, 
to pray to the Lord publicly, and to bring Christian offerings for the poor. 
 Second, that every day of my life I rest from my evil ways, let the Lord 
work in me through his Spirit, and so begin in this life the eternal Sabbath. 

  



 11 

NOTES 
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In humble reliance upon the word of God and prayer, Christ Covenant Church 
is committed to worshiping God, making disciples, loving one another, 

and serving the body of Christ. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Worship Services at 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 

    PASTORAL STAFF   SENIOR STAFF 
 

Kevin DeYoung, Senior Pastor  Tim Burns, Director of Church Administration 
kdeyoung@christcovenant.org tburns@christcovenant.org 
  

Tom Groelsema, Executive Pastor  Rick Ely, Director of Operations 
tgroelsema@christcovenant.org rely@christcovenant.org 
 

Clay Anderson, Pastor of Youth Ministry  Teresa Caldwell, Director of Women’s Ministry 
canderson@christcovenant.org tcaldwell@christcovenant.org 
 

Dave Baxter, Pastor of Disability Ministry  Amy Wallace, Director of Children’s Ministry 
dbaxter@christcovenant.org awallace@christcovenant.org 
 

Bruce Creswell, Pastor of Senior Adults  Mark Helmer, Head of Covenant Day School 
bcreswell@christcovenant.org mhelmer@covenantday.org 
 

Zach Fulginiti, Pastor of Campus Ministry  Blair Smith, Adult Education Coordinator 
zachary.fulginiti@campusoutreach.org  bsmith@christcovenant.org  
  

Nathan George, Pastor of Worship                
ngeorge@christcovenant.org   
 

Mike Miller, Pastor of Outreach and Missions  
mmiller@christcovenant.org  
 

Eric Russ, Pastor of Evangelism and Mobilization   
eruss@christcovenant.org  
 

Derek Wells, Pastor of Counseling                  
dwells@christcovenant.org    
 

Aaron Andrade, Pastor of Shepherding and Discipleship      
aandrade@christcovenant.org 

 
NEW TO CHRIST COVENANT? 

We hope you will visit the Guest Center in the main lobby so we can meet you! 
 

Interested in knowing more about Christ Covenant Church? 
Please contact Michelle Gustavson, Engagement and Connections Ministry Manager, 

at mgustavson@christcovenant.org. 
 

Interested in a small group? 
Please contact Dave Lapp, Director of Men’s Ministry and Small Groups,  

at dlapp@christcovenant.org.  
 

Christ Covenant Church is part of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). 
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